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Agenda

ÁChallenges faced by government authorities in 
the UK

Á Internal challenges overcome with FME 
Desktop

ÁCAD connects to GIS data via FDO

ÁFME as an óapplication extenderô allows GIS to 
connect to CAD data

ÁExternal challenges overcome with FME Server

ÁFME facilitates self service

ÁCouncilôs data clipped, zipped and shipped

ÁFME saves government money



Challenges Faced by Councils

Á Multiple departments working as isolated silos ïHighways, 
housingé

Á Duplication of effort, data and associated cost
Á Multiple clients, typically MapInfo or ESRI and Autocad
Á GIS Manager ïManaging the GIS department
ÁSpatial analysis, thematic mapping, monitoring regional 

trends, translating supplier data e.g. Ordnance Survey
Á CAD Manager ïManages the CAD department
ÁLocalised design drawings related to small schemes e.g. 

road junctions
ÁOften not positioned with geographic context
ÁBase data needs to be requested from the GIS Manager!!

Á Difficulty in efficient supply of data to external contractors



Challenges in the CAD 
Departmenté

ÁFME FDO Provider for Autocad Map3D

ÁAvailable with Map3D and FME installed on the 
same machine

ÁFDO = ñFeature Data Objectò

ÁFDO Data Access Technology enables direct 
connect to data without the need to translate

ÁNo need to store more than once!



ChallengeséOvercome with FME 
Desktop

ÁConnect to GIS departments data

ÁManipulate, analyse and display data regardless 
of storage location

ÁFDO uses a óprovider-basedô model for supporting 
a variety of data sources

ÁEach provider typically supports a particular data 
format or data store



FDO Providers



What Products Support FDO?

ÁAutodesk

ÁAutoCAD Map 3D 2005 - 2009

ÁTopobase 2009

ÁUtility Design 2009

ÁMapGuide Enterprise 2007 - 2009

ÁMapGuide Open Source 1.0.0 - 2.0.2

ÁSafe Software

ÁFME Desktop 2006GB - 2009



AutoCAD Map3D & FDO



Challenges in the GIS 
Departmenté

ÁFME technology available under the hood 
of MapInfo Professional

ÁOnly a license of MapInfo Professional 
required to open DWG

ÁExtend MapInfo to support all 220+ 
formats with a license to FME Desktop

ÁConnect to the CAD departments data 
seamlessly with no need to translate



ChallengeséOvercome with FME 
Desktop


