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PROJECT DESCRIPTION

National Association of Friendship Centres 
(NAFC)

Cross -Canada network of centres delivering federal 
government programs and services to urban 
Aboriginal Canadians.

They  deliver a range of programs targeted to the 
specific, local needs of the community.

All Aboriginal populations are welcome.
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Á Constraints set on service area identification

Á Areas need to be defined using standard statistics areas, such as 
Census Subdivision (CSD) or Dissemination Areas (DA)

Á Structured to accommodate statistics data retrievals

Á Provide reasonable areas that could be physically serviced by each 
Friendship Centre



SOLUTION

Á Develop catchment areas based on geography that covers all of 
Canada:

Á CSD - Census Subdivisions (Southern Tiered Approach)

Á DA - Dissemination Areas (Northern Buffer Approach)

Á Find areas not included in catchment areas (Gaps) that may be 
potential locations for new Friendship Centre locations

Á Develop catchment areas for these potential (Gap) locations

Á Two levels or extents of the Catchment areas would be developed:

Á Core = The CSD / DA that the Friendship Centre or Gap falls 
within

Á Tier 1 = The smallest area immediately surround the core

Á Tier 2 = A larger area surrounding Tier 1ôs area



SOLUTION

Why Used FME:

Á Could setup a process to automatically generate catchment areas

Á Small changes to the approach could be implemented by simply 
altering portions of the Workbench file

Á Output to multiple formats (Shape files, Access) and feature types 
(points, lines, areas, tables)

Á Quality Control and Testing

Á Perform calculations automatically (distance, area, percentage 
coverage, population density, etc.)
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