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About NOAA Coast Survey

What NOAA Coast Survey Does

Surveys US Waters

Updates Nautical Charts

To promote Safe Navigation

US Waters



Surveying with Lead - Line

Á Lead - lines, sounding poles, 
or wire - drag were typical from
late 1800's until the 1930's. 



Mechanical Sounding System,  
Chesapeake Bay, 1915 
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Acoustic Sounding Systems, 
1930ôs

Depth Recorders - Fathometers



Multibeam Echo Sounders,
1990ôs



Hampton Roads, Virginia

Merged Historic and Modern 
Soundings
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U.S. Coastal Bathymetry By Year



Northeast


